CITY  OF  BOSTON  •  MASSACHUSETTS 


OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
RAYMOND  L.  FLYNN 


August    25,    1986 


Arthur  Osborne,  President 
Massachusetts  AFL-CIO 
8  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA   02109 

Dear  Mr.  Osborne: 

After  our  last  meeting  in  which  we  discussed  the  needs  of  Boston's 
homeless  population,  the  City  is  moving  forward  on  a  project  which  will 
provide  transitional  housing  for  women  and  their  children.  This  type  of 
housing  is  essential  to  the  process  of  moving  homeless  families  out  of 
emergency  shelters  and  into  permanent  housing.  Transitional  housing 
gives  families  the  time  they  need  to  get  their  lives  together. 

Enclosed,  you  will  find  a  report  which  explains  the  proposed  "Tree 
of  Life"  project  in  detail.  Briefly,  the  project  will  provide 
transitional  housing  for  approximately  one  hundred  women  and  their 
children.  The  anticipated  stay  is  up  to  two  or  three  years,  during  which 
the  women  will  receive  job  training  and  other  necessary  social  services. 
Childcare  will  be  provided  on-site.  In  addition,  the  project  will 
contain  10,000  gross  square  feet  of  retail  space  which  will  be  leased  to 
off-set  operating  costs.  The  Tree  of  Life  will  be  located  in  the  South 
End  on  a  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  parcel  bordered  by  Washington, 
West  Concord,  Shawmut,  and  Rutland  Streets. 

The  estimated  development  cost  of  the  project  is  12  million 
dollars.  While  we  anticipate  that  a  portion  of  the  project  will  be 
funded  through  linkage  money  and  other  funding  sources,  this  money  alone 
will  not  be  enough  to  ensure  the  success  of  this  proposal. 

On  February  6,  1987,  the  City  will  be  hosting  a  fundraiser  at 
Anthony's  Pier  4  to  raise  money  for  the  Tree  of  Life  in  anticipation  of 
ground-breaking  in  March.  This  fundraiser  will  be  an  annual  event,  and 
proceeds  from  the  evening  will  be  used  to  support  the  operating  cost  of 
this  project.  Your  assistance  in  this  and  other  fundraising  efforts  will 
be  appreciated. 
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The  Tree  of  Life  is  a  multi-faceted  project  which  will  serve  as  a 
national  model  for  transitional  housing.  The  city  has  begun  to  meet  with 
members  of  the  homeless  provider  community  and  the  South  End 
neighborhood.  Because  of  the  scope  of  this  project  and  the  unigueness  of 
this  concept,  we  will  be  seeking  both  guidance  and  resources  from  many 
sectors.  Any  support  or  technical  assistance  which  you  can  offer  will  be 
greatly  appreciated. 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  review  these  plans  and  be  a  part  of 
this  special  project.  I  look  forward  to  working  with  you  to  help  the 
people  of  our  city  who  need  and  deserve  our  support. 


Lynn 
Mayor /of  Boston 


Name 


Home  Address . 


K 


\ 


Home  phone 


Business  phone 


Number  of  Tickets 


My  check  payable  to  Democratic  State  Committee  is  enclosed. 

(Please  note:  we  will  be  unable  to  assign  seating  until  payment  is 
received.  Corporate  checks  are  not  permissible  under  Campaign 
Finance  Laws.) 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  attend  the  dinner,  but  am  happy  to  make  the 

enclosed  contribution. 

Signature 

Please  R.S.V.P.  No  later  than  October  3,  1986. 

Send  to:  Democratic  State  Committee,  llBeacon  St.,  Boston,  MA 02108 
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